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Letter from the President

The Summer 1984 issue of E.M.P. News provides my first opportunity
to establish a personal contact with you. In my opinion this contact is
very important because it represents the only way for us to avoid the
Federation becoming a philosophical abstraction. The officers and the
national delegates are supposed to deal with matters of importance to
you. The Federation level and the European scale should allow a
better management of many problems. However, this presupposes
your individual co-operation through a permanent and free contact
with your delegates, the officers and the other individual medical
physicists. E.M.P. News is the most convenient forum for large
consultations or presentations. So, we hope that an increasing part of it
will carry a flow of information from you, rather than merely a
reflection of “the Master’s voice ™!

How is the Federation in summer 19847 Thanks to four years of
continuous effort from officers, chairmen and members of the
committees, plus many voluntary contributions under the enthusiastic
and efficient encouragement of our former Past President, J. S. Orr
and our former President J. S. Clifton, EFOMP activities have
developed exponentially with time. A quantitative assessment of this
development appears in the amount of papers which must be carried
now by the officers when they attend a meeting! [ would like to stress a
few important points:

Membership. We have been happy to receive a formal application
from Ireland. This new application will allow EFOMP to rally twenty
national European Medical Physics Organisations. The contacts
established with the few remaining European countries are still active
and we hope that we will get applications soon from Czechoslovakia,
Portugal, Poland and Iceland.

Committees. The committees are still working hard and we can
especially congratulate the Education and Professional Committees
for having completed their Policy Documents, which will soon be
separately published. This publication work must be considered as one
of the most fundamental duties of EFOMP. Such policy statements
should be prepared in relation to the main subjects of interest and the
main difficulties of European Medical Physicists. The interest
generated is expected to provide practical help to physicists and to
foster the promotion of Medical Physics as an independent senior
discipline.

Liaison with International Bedies. Liaisons have been established
with most of the important and relevant international bodies. EFOMP
is now fairly recognised as ‘the voice of Medical Physics in Europe’, to
use J. S. Clifton’s phrase. The results have included the participation
of EFOMP in, or the support of EFOMP for, many national and
international scientific meetings. The last one, for instance, was a
seminar on Quality Assurance in Medical X-ray Diagnosis held in
Udine, Italy, last April. Animportant example of international liaison
is the contract signed between EFOMP and the I.A.E.A. enabling the
EFOMP Education Committee to proceed with a survey of European
Training Centres for Medical Physicists from the developing countries
and requiring a report to the L A.E.A. before the end of 1984. Another
example is the workshop which is planned for May 1985, at the
International Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy, and
devoted to Quality Assurance in Diagnostic Radiology, with support
expected from both the W.H.O. and the E.E.C.

In order to stress our interest in such liaisons, permanent EFOMP
contacts have been nominated for fourteen international bodies and
they are listed elsewhere in this issue of E.M.P. News.

Organisation of Scientific Meetings. Another important activity for
EFOMP must be to organise scientific meetings, providing strength
from both the scientific and economic points of view. A pure EFOMP
meeting could be considered for 1986, in addition to the participation
in other large meetings.

Our next major engagement is in August 1985, at the VII
International Conference on Medical Physics, to be held in Espoo,
Finland. EFOMP is in charge of the co-ordination of two sessions,
devoted to Quality Assurance in Radiotherapy and Radiation Safety
and will participate in two other sessions.

Administrative Matters. The next officers meeting is planned for the
end of October 1984, at the occasion of the Fourth Symposium on
Clinical Radiation Physics, held at Binz, G.D.R., by the Section for
Clinical Radiation Physics of the G.D.R., Society for Medical
Radiology and the G.D.R. Society for Physical and Mathematical
Biology. The next Council meeting is planned for August 10th and
11th, 1985, at Espoo, Finland, in correspondence with the
International Conference. A decision is expected from this next
Council Meeting about the EFOMP Presidential structure. An
enquiry will be made to all member organisations to enable agreement
to be reached on a change in the EFOMP constitution. At present any
individual following the normal sequence of Vice-President, President
and Past-President is engaged by EFOMP for nine years. The solution
proposed is to have the standing committee chairmen designated as
Vice-Presidents, the former Vice-President position disappearing. In
this way the succession of Presidents could also be more easily
ensured.

I would like to conclude this letter by stressing again the need for
better collaboration between EFOMP and industry. Very few
companies have joined EFOMP as collaborating organisations, in
spite of several EFOMP scientific activities which obviously stand in
the field of interest of the manufacturers. You individual contacts with
suitable companies could probably improve this situation, with
obvious benefits to all.

With my very best wishes for your summer holidays,

J. Chavaudra
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